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RECOMMENDED 
PRACTICES 

PART  HIGHWAY SIGNS 

SECTION  GUIDE AND INFORMATION  SIGNS 

SUB-SECTION   

 
General 
 
Street Name signs should be placed on 
traffic signal cantilevers at signalized 
intersections on provincial highways to 
inform motorists of the crossing road and 
allow them to make the appropriate 
maneuver. The signs should be designed to 
have good legibility, allowing drivers to make 
comfortable turns and eliminating 
navigational errors. 
 
Standard 
 
Street Name signs should consist of white 
letters on a green background. The lettering 
should be provided in Clearview upper/lower 
case font. The border width of the Street 
Name signs shall conform to the Alberta 
Highway Guide and Information Sign 
Manual. 
 
The vertical dimensions of the Street Name 
signs are determined by the height of the 
letters.  

• For highways with posted speed 
limits less than or equal to 60 km/h, 
the height of the letters should be 15 
cm.  

• For highways with posted speed 
limits greater than 60 km/h, the 
height of the letters should be 20 cm. 

 
The horizontal dimensions of the Street 
Name signs are determined by the length of 
the message. For extreme cases where the 
length exceeds the available space on the 
cantilever, abbreviations or a smaller font 
size should be considered. The font size for 
signs on highways with posted speed limits 

equal to or below 60 km/h, and for posted 
speed limits greater than 60 km/h should not 
be less than 13 cm and 15 cm respectively.   

Guidelines for Use 
 
The installation of Street Name signs should 
be considered upon request by a 
municipality. The signs should only be 
installed at new or existing signalized 
intersections where a major collector 
intersects a provincial highway. 
 
The structural integrity of the signal support 
structure should be confirmed prior to 
installation. 
 
Guidelines for Placement 
 
Street Name signs should be placed on the 
traffic signal cantilever arms. They should be 
centred between the signal pole shaft and 
the nearest signal head or designated lane 
sign on the cantilever. A minimum space of 
50 cm should be kept between the Street 
Name sign and the nearest signal head or 
designated lane sign.  
 
Installation and Maintenance 
 
The supply and installation of Street Name 
signs for existing signal cantilevers will be 
the responsibility of the municipality. Street 
Name sign installation for a new signalized 
intersection should be included as a part of 
the intersection improvement.    
 
Maintenance and replacement of the signs 
will be the responsibility of Alberta 
Transportation. 
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References to Standards 
 
Typical Sign 
Pattern 

See attached Sign 
Pattern ID-220 
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