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PART  HIGHWAY SIGNS 

SECTION  GUIDE AND INFORMATION SIGNS 
RECOMMENDED 

PRACTICES 
SUB-SECTION   

 

 

General 
 
Kilometre markers are placed at the edge of 
the highway to assist motorists in 
determining their location, and provide a 
means to identify the location of incidents 
and emergencies. 
 
Eligibility 
 
Any local government or private business 
organization may request authorization to 
install kilometre markers on the highway.  
  
Kilometre markers are permitted on 
highways located in remote areas of the 
province where the number of significant 
crossroads averages less than one access 
every 10 km for a minimum distance of 100 
km.  Significant crossroads consist of 
numbered highways, township roads, range 
roads and local named roads. 
 
Description and Use 
 
Kilometre markers consist of white numerals 
(kilometre posting) on a green background. 
Details of the markers can be found in Figure 
TCS-A-425.  Using kilometre markers, 
motorists are able to determine relative 
positions along the highway for checking 
their travel progress.  
 
More importantly, the kilometre markers also 
provide information for reporting 
emergencies and incidents when there are 
few reference points along the highway. 
 

Where the significant crossroad count is greater 
than one access per 10 km on average, rural 
address signs (highway route markers, township 
roads, range roads and local named road signs 
and related confirmation distance signage) will 
be used instead of kilometre markers.  Rural 
address signs are preferred over kilometre 
markers as they not only provide references 
along the route, but serve as way-finding aids for 
businesses and services located off the highway.  
 
Kilometre markers will be installed on a 
request basis only.  Authorization is required 
from Alberta Infrastructure and 
Transportation before kilometre markers can 
be installed on a remote highway. 
 
Guidelines for Use  
 
Kilometre markers are placed every 4 
kilometres along the route.  The markers 
begin with kilometre “0” at most westerly limit 
for west-east routes and begin at the most 
southerly limit for south-north routes. 
Kilometre markings increase with increasing 
chainage along the highway.  Motorists 
travelling in the opposite direction will see the 
kilometre markings displayed in descending 
order. 

The marker may be adjusted by moving a 
maximum of 200 metres in either direction 
along the highway, to clear any obstacles, 
without incurring any correction to the 
kilometre postings.  In the event that a 
marker must be moved more than 200 m, the 
kilometre marker may be moved to the  
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next or preceding kilometre posting, or the 
kilometre marker can be omitted. 
 
Kilometre marker spacing may be increased 
to 2 km intervals in locations having complex 
vertical or horizontal alignments.  
 
For two-lane undivided highways, the 
kilometre marker posts are placed on the 
right-hand side of highway in the direction of 
increasing kilometres with back to back signs 
placed on a single post.  For divided 
highways, the signs are placed on the right-
hand side of the travel lane for both 
directions of travel.  The signs are installed 6 
metres from the white shoulder line with the 
bottom of the sign face mounted 1.5 metres 
above the road surface. 
 
Highways that may be characterized as 
being “remote” will begin with marker posting 
“0 km” at the following junctions: 
 

Route “0 km” Starting Point 

Highway 35 Jct. Highway 2  

Highway 40 Jct. Highway 734 

Highway 58 Start of 58:04 at Rainbow Lake  

Highway 63 Jct. Hwy 55 and 855 

Highway 88 Jct. Highway 2 

Highway 881 Jct. Highway 55 

 

Zero kilometre postings for other highways 
that qualify for kilometre markers will be 
established at the time of application.   
 
Kilometre marker posts shall be applied to 
substantial lengths of highway rather than 
several short sections.  Substantial lengths 
means distances of not less than 100 km, 
where the markers fully cover the length of 
highway between major highway junctions or 
major population centres.  
 
References to Standards 
 

Recommended 
Practices, Section: 
Information and Guide 
Signs 

Rural Address Signs 

Recommended 
Practices, Section: 
General 

Placement of Signs 



 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
SIGN DETAILS 

 
LETTERS – 100 mm Series E(m) 
NUMBERS – 150 mm Series E(m) 
BORDER –  10 mm edge 
 
COLOUR:       Message – White 

Background – Green 
Border – White 

 
SUBTRATE:   Minimum 19 mm High Density Plywood, or 

minimum 2 mm Flat Aluminum 
 
SIGN FACE:   Type III or IV High Intensity Retro- 
 Reflective Sheeting 

 
SUPPORTS:  100 mm x 100 mm Pressure Treated 

Wood Post or Approved Steel Post. 
 
PLACEMENT: 6 m from white shoulder line 

1.5 m above road level 
 
Divided Highways – placed on right side 
of lane in both directions of travel. 
 
Undivided Highways – placed on right 
side of lane in increasing kilometre 
chainage.  Signs are mounted back to 
back on a single sign post. 

 
SPACING:        Signs placed at 4 km intervals. 

 
 
 

    

    

NO. DESCRIPTION BY DATE 

DRAWING 
TCS-A-550 

 
 Date: DEC 2003 

KILOMETRE MARKER 

 

Prepared 
by:  
S.L. 

Checked 
by: 

R.D. 

Scale: 
 

N.T.S. 
SECTION A4 

 

450 - One Digit   
600 - Two Digit 
750 - Three digit 

R = 38 

Dimensions shown are in millimetres 
unless when otherwise noted 

250 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




