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PART  ROADSIDE DEVELOPMENT 

SECTION   
RECOMMENDED 

PRACTICES 
SUB-SECTION   

 
General 
 
In our increasingly urbanized highway 
landscape, beautification of roadside areas 
has become of greater importance in 
developing areas. 
 
Beautification can help relax tense drivers 
and overall make driving on the highway a 
more pleasurable experience, in addition to 
the positive environmental effects that 
result. 
 
Landscaping includes vegetation, mulches, 
and irrigation systems. 
 
Standard 
 
No trees will be allowed as a part of 
landscaping projects in the highway right-of-
way.  Trees and large bushes/shrubs can 
become hazards to errant vehicles, and as 
such can be a safety concern and liability 
for the department. 
 
Alberta Infrastructure and Transportation 
may allow landscaping consisting of small 
shrubs and bushes (less than 100 mm base 
and 4 foot height at maturity), flowers and 
other well maintained horticultural displays 
at the backslope. 
 
The landscaping must be crashworthy and 
not consist of large solid objects such as 
boulders or concrete sections.  The expertise 
of landscaping professionals should be 
consulted to find out the typical shrub size for 
each species chosen for use. 
 
 

An attempt shall be made to design all 
landscaping outside the clear zone because 
the exposure of maintenance workers to 
errant vehicles is a safety issue.  Under no 
circumstances shall shrubs, trees, or other 
non-traversable objects be placed adjacent 
to the highway within the limits of the clear 
zone. 
 
In the event that the area under 
consideration is located at the base of a 
traversable slope, the addition of vegetation 
must be on the backslope, not the foreslope 
(even if the foreslope extends beyond the 
limits of the clear zone). 
 
A detailed project plan should be sent to 
Alberta Infrastructure and Transportation for 
review and approval.  Approval is based on 
the review of a complete set of landscape 
plans.  Landscaping work must conform to 
all local bylaws and provincial 
environmental regulations. 
 
Applicants must include the following with 
their submission: 

1. project data relating to location and 
contact information for the project; 

2. plans drawn to scale and showing 
the necessary dimensions; 

3. all proposed landscaping 
arrangements identified on the 
plans, and all plant types listed 
(including name, maximum size, and 
quantity); 
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4. locations of all utility lines within the 
limits of the proposed landscape 
area; 

5. a comprehensive maintenance plan 
for all proposed landscaping;  

6. Traffic Accommodation Strategy 
(TAS) for all proposed landscaping 
construction and maintenance 
activities to be conducted within the 
highway right-of-way; and 

7. be signed and sealed by a 
registered landscape architect. 

 
Landscape lighting in the highway right-of-
way will not be permitted. 
 
These guidelines apply to both urban and 
rural municipalities.  Landscaping projects 
are limited to semi-urban and urban areas 
(i.e., inside and within the fringe areas of 
urban communities, where the adjacent 
development is sufficient to justify 
landscaping).  According to this policy, 
highway beautification is prohibited at rural 
interchanges. 
 
Guidelines for Placement 
 
No bush, shrub or other landscaping 
material will be permitted in any location 
where it may interfere with highway safety 
or traffic visibility (including signs and other 
traffic control devices).  Plants that might 
prove detrimental to safety, to the highway, 
or to adjacent property will not be permitted. 
Otherwise, the selection of plants is left to 
the discretion of the applicants.  Experience 
has proven that indigenous plant material is 
more satisfactory. 
 
Bushes, shrubs, or earthen mounds must 
not block the line of sight along the 

roadway.  If in the future a plant’s growth 
obstructs the view of signs or interferes with 
the sight distances of approaching traffic, 
the department will require the applicant to 
remove, relocate, or prune the plants to 
eliminate this obstruction at the applicant’s 
expense. 
 
Bushes and shrubs must be placed outside 
the clear zone, in accordance with Table 
C5.2a in the Highway Geometric Design 
Guide.  A bush or shrub that will attain a 
100 mm base diameter at maturity must 
have the edge of its trunk outside the 
highway clear zone. 
 
No bushes or shrubs will be allowed close 
enough to the road to allow root systems to 
undermine or damage any roadway 
structure at any time during the plant’s life. 
 
Irrigation 
 
Irrigation systems for landscaping should be 
designed so that irrigation can be achieved 
without any system components 
encroaching on the highway right-of-way.  
The landscaping plan must detail provisions 
for the drainage of water used to irrigate in 
the right-of-way.  Under no circumstances 
will water used to irrigate be allowed to 
spray onto the roadway. 
 
Maintenance and Installation 
 
The applicants (rural municipality or other) 
must furnish, install, and maintain all 
plantings.  They will be responsible for 
coordinating with utility companies if any of 
the existing utility lines will require 
protection or relocation during the 
landscape construction or maintenance.  
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The applicants will be responsible for 
maintaining all vegetation that is a part of 
the landscaping. The department will not be 
responsible for providing water, fertilizer, 
weed removal, labor, materials, or 
maintenance for the landscaping in the 
right-of-way. 
 
Maintenance must be carried out in 
accordance with Section 13 of the Use of 
Highway and Rules of the Road Regulation 
(304/2002). 
 
The department will exercise care in normal 
highway maintenance and construction to 
avoid unnecessary damage, but does not 
accept responsibility for the protection of 
plants and irrigation systems.  If subsequent 
changes to the highway require the removal 
of plants, this must be done by the 
applicants. 
 

References to Standards 
 

 
Highway 
Geometric Design 
Guide 

Section C.5  
Roadside Design 

Table C5.2a Clear 
Zone Distances 

Use of Highway 
and Rules of the 
Road Regulation 
(304/2002) 

Section 13 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


