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Transition Speed Zones 
 
Summary 
 
This Bulletin is issued to inform consultants, contractors, and department staff of the 
department’s revised practice for the use of transition speeds in work zones. Transition 
speed zones give motorists the opportunity to gradually reduce their speed as they 
approach a work zone.   
 
Key Changes 
 
The existing Section 4.5 Transitional Speed Reductions in Alberta Transportation’s 
Traffic Accommodation in Work Zones is rescinded and replaced with the following:  
 
Section 4.5 Transitional Speed Reductions 
 
Transition speeds are used on all long duration projects where the gazetted highway 
speed in advance of the Work Zone is greater than 30 km/h above the posted speed in 
the Work Zone. The transition speed can be either 70 or 80 km/h and shall be a 
minimum of 300 m in length. Drawings TCS-B-4.6A and TCS-B-4.6B shall be used as 
references when incorporating transition speed limit signs into a work zone signage 
strategy.  
 
In most cases, transition speed zones will be applied only to the approach of the work 
zone and not to the exit. Motorist compliance to an exit transition speed zone is likely to 
be low if there are no longer any apparent hazards or risks. However, this method 
creates an area of differential speeds between the two directions of traffic. When 
considering whether to include a transition speed zone for motorists leaving the work 
zone, the roadway shall be evaluated based on the criteria outlined in Recommended 
Practices for Differential Speed Zones. 
 
Effective Date 
May 9, 2017 
 
Contact 
Elena Yin at (780) 415-4827  
Operations, Programming and Planning Branch, Alberta Transportation   
 
References 
Traffic Accommodation in Work Zones (2008 edition) 
“Recommended Practices for Differential Speed Zones” 
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http://www.transportation.alberta.ca/Content/docType233/Production/tawz2008_1.pdf
http://www.transportation.alberta.ca/Content/docType233/Production/89DifferentialSpeedLimits.pdf
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Approved 
 
 
 
 
Original signed 
by Tom Loo 
 
 
______________________ 
Tom Loo 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Delivery Services Division 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






