
GLOSSARY OF LANDSLIDE TERMS 
 

(Source: Cruden, D.M., 1993. The Multilingual Landslide Glossary, Bitech Publishers, Richmond, 
B.C., for the UNESCO Working Party on World Landslide Inventory in 1993) 
 
Accumulation: The volume of the displaced material, which lies above the original ground 
surface.  
 
Crown: The practically undisplaced material still in place and adjacent to the highest parts 
of the main scarp.  
 
Depleted mass: The volume of the displaced material, which overlies the rupture surface 
but underlies the original ground surface.  
 
Depletion: The volume bounded by the main scarp, the depleted mass and the original 
ground surface.  
 
Displaced material: Material displaced from its original position on the slope by movement 
in the landslide. It forms both the depleted mass and the accumulation.  

 
Flank: The undisplaced material adjacent to the sides of the rupture surface. Compass 
directions are preferable in describing the flanks but if left and right are used, they refer to 
the flanks as viewed from the crown.  
 
Foot: The portion of the landslide that has moved beyond the toe of the surface of rupture 
and overlies the original ground surface.  
 
Head: The upper parts of the landslide along the contact between the displaced material 
and the main scarp.  
 
Main body: The part of the displaced material of the landslide that overlies the surface of 
rupture between the main scarp and the toe of the surface of rupture.  
 
Main scarp: A steep surface on the undisturbed ground at the upper edge of the landslide, 
caused by movement of the displaced material away from the undisturbed ground. It is the 
visible part of the surface of rupture. 

 
Minor scarp: A steep surface on the displaced material of the landslide produced by 
differential movements within the displaced material.  

 
Original ground surface: The surface of the slope that existed before the landslide took 
place.  

 
Surface of rupture: The surface which forms (or which has formed) the lower boundary of 
the displaced material below the original ground surface. 

 



Surface of separation: The part of the original ground surface overlain by the foot of the 
landslide.  

 
Tip: The point of the toe farthest from the top of the landslide.  

 
Toe: The lower, usually curved margin of the displaced material of a landslide, it is the most 
distant from the main scarp.  

 
Toe of surface of rupture: The intersection (usually buried) between the lower part of the 
surface of rupture of a landslide and the original ground surface.  
 
Top: The highest point of contact between the displaced material and the main scarp. 

 
Zone of accumulation: The area of the landslide within which the displaced material lies 
above the original ground surface.  

 
Zone of depletion: The area of the landslide within which the displaced material lies below 
the original ground surface.  

 


