
File 73053 – St. Mary River Bridge 26-7-22-W4 

File History 

6-May-41 Letter from Dist. Eng. N.H. Bradly about the proposal by the Dominion Dept. of 
Transport to construct a bridge consisting of 10-28'spans, with material supplied by 
Dept. of Transport and construction done by one of our bridge crews. 

11-Jul-41 Letter from D.O.T. Dist. Airway Eng. requesting permission to construct the St. 
Mary bridge. 

15-Jul-41 Letter to D.O.T. from Highway Commissioner granting approval to construct bridge.
Nov. 1941 10-28'timber span bridge constructed by Bridge Foreman H.S. Bailey. 
Mar. 26, 1943 Telegram from D.O.T. stating bridge was washed out and requesting that province 

urgently rebuilt to avoid halt in bombing training cost to be paid by D.O.T. 
Apr-43 Bridge Foreman H.S. Bailey repaired the bridge. 
12-May-47 Telegram from N.H. Bradley Re. Salvage of material from war assets bridge which 

was Bridge was designed by G. Kneutson of the D.O.T. in 1941 for service between 
the bomber school, Kenyon field and the bomber range on the north end of the 
Blood Indian Reserve. 85,000 feet of coast fir was used in the bridge which was 
partially taken out by ice in the spring of 1943 and rebuilt by Staff Sgt. Fred Guest. 
Salvage material from 2 spans moved to the MacLeod Yard and from 8 spans 
moved to the Lethbridge Yard by Bridge Foremen Bailey (21-8 x 16 x 28' stringers 
used at File 319) . 

6-Apr-49 Letter from Bridge Engineer L.G. Grimble Re. A petition to replace the RCAF bridge 
states that the concrete piers left by the C.P.R. in the north end of TP. 7 File 13145 
might be used for a traffic bridge. Does not think a bridge is warranted at this time.

1951 Timber bridge constructed by the Blood Indian Farmers Assoc. 
5-Apr-52 Bridge practically completely taken out by ice. Photo of crossing June 7, 1953 on 

file. 
1956 Blood Band had the bridge built by contract by Remington Construction. of 

Cardston for $39,662.74. The work was supervised by Structural Eng. Services Ltd. 
of Calgary. Bridge is a 3-90 ft. continuous steel girder on concrete with a 12 ft. clear 
roadway. 

1960 Bridge improved and repaired by Kenwood Eng. Const. Ltd. of Lethbridge for 
$2,680.00 (timber cribs replaced with concrete). 

Jun-64 Photo on file showing east approach washed out. 
Dec. 1969 A delegation from the Blood Indian Reserve met with the Minister of Hwys. & 

Transport and requested that the road from Standoff to the Lethbridge Airport be 
taken over the Dept. They were advised that the Dept. was interested if a 150 ft. 
right-of-way would be provided. 

Dec. 15, 1969 Letter by E. J. Sanden says bridge may be too short for the stream during extreme 
floods, but was only out of service once in 1964 when the north approach fill 
washed out. 

Dec. 19, 1969 Letter from T. Lamb, McManus t; Assoc. Ltd. with a set of drawings (Filed on Ref. 



Steel 5118). No handrails were provided to permit passage of combines and other 
wide loads on the single lane structure. 

  

The bridge was designed for H-20 live loading and is founded on steel H piles 
driven to refusal. The pile bents of the 2 river piers were originally protected by 
rock-filled timber cribs. In the spring of 1960 one of these cribs was destroyed by 
ice and consequently, later that year, the timber cribs were replaced with concrete 
protection as shown on Dwg. 809A-1. 

22-May-70 Letter to Chief Planning Engineer by G.M. Mazurek listing cost estimates for 4 
different bridge sites with attached site plan. Set of bridge plans on file. 

Dec. 3, 1970 Letter with note by H.H. Hendrickson stating that a 72,000 lb. load would overstress 
by about 10.°6 over design stresses. 

8-Apr-74 Request by Planning Branch for cost of Oldman River Bridge on north route across 
Blood Indian Reserve. 

25-Apr-74 Reply by G.M. Mazurek with rough bridge cost estimates (1) Modern - 28 ft. 
roadway $900,000. (2) Salvage Span - 16 ft. roadway $550,000. 

Oct. 9, 1974 Updated rough cost estimates by Jack Phelps for Oldman River $1,325,000, for St. 
Mary  

Dec. 9, 1974 Cost estimates by Jack Phelps; (1) St.~Mary River $475,000, (2) Alt. 3-Oldman 
River $1,300,000, (3) Alt. 4-Oldman River $1,250,000. 

Dec. 18, 1975 The Blood Indian tribe voted at a meeting at Senator Gladstone Hall in Standoff to 
approve the south route between Standoff and Lethbridge which had been selected 
by the Band Council, representatives from 2 municipalities, and the County and City 
of Lethbridge.  

Jun-75 B ridge closed to traffic due to washout of north approach fill - photos by Alberta 
Environment of Lethbridge. 

 


