
File 78031 – Athabasca River at Ft. McKay 
Hydrotechnical File History 

January, 1952 Bridge construction begins at site #3 (3 mi. South of Ft. MacKay) 
January, 1978 Scour depth is of vital importance in considering pier type for piers 3 and 4 
February, 1980 Pier Anchor Collar designed (to affix an oil contamination boom in case of petroleum 

leak) 
May, 1980 Completion of bridge substructure 
March, 1981 Structural steel complete 
June, 1981 Shrinkage cracks on piers ( not structural failure) Wind storm, damage to 460 ft. of 

deck (much of framework damaged and twisted) 
December, 1981 Ft. MacKay bridge open to vehicular traffic (actual construction not yet complete)
October, 1982 Ft. MacKay bridge, 3 mi. upstream of Ft. MacKay, completed 
May, 1984 Fill below catchbasins at east abutment have settled and scoured down below 

abutment - Maintenance done 
July, 1984 Deck deterioration (due to low strength concrete) - concrete surface wearing, curb 

shrinkage, grout falling out 
September, 
1984 

Accident on east end of the bridge (1 killed, 2 hurt - impaired driving) 

July, 1985 Repair to seal drip angles over pier #2 
June, 1986 Repairs to - spalled deck surface area, spalled curbs, hanger hole regrouting, 

application of Thorosheen to underside of curbs, curb section with exposed water 
stop 

May, 1992 Accident of east end of bridge - damage to the bridge rail and noticeable breaking 
gradeline between bridge and east approach fill 

September, 
1992 

Metallize bridge rail - railing replaced and zinc coated to protect steel 

November, 1995 Ran vibratory compactor equipment on the deck - may cause problems with the 
deck ( no mention of any problems) 

May, 1996 Proposal for use of bridge as pipeline crossing - by Syncrude (no information or 
settlement after February 1997) 

    
  

    
    
    
    
    
    
    



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 


