
File 00756 – Oldman River at Ft. Macleod HWY 2 

Hydrotechnical File History 

1890 Request for bridge. Bridge constructed. 2-45.7m wooden Howe trusses and 76m of trestle. 

1899 Substructure repaired. 

1900 North end of substructure is badly rotted. 

1902 Bridge washed out in May high water. Higher flood again in June. 

1904 First bridge, from north: 10 – 6.1m timber spans, 24.4m riveted through truss, 2 – 53.3m link and pin 
through trusses, 24.4 m riveted through truss, 15.2m truss and 15.2m of timber trestle, all on concrete 
substructure. 

1908 High flow in back channel washes out 12m of the north headslope and approach.  

1909 Protection works constructed. 

1916 North end of substructure suffers ice damage and all deflecting dykes are carried away. 

1923 Highwater Lethbridge 3830cms (max. inst.) 

1931 46m long rock and brush filled timber retaining wall is constructed upstream from the nose of the 
right pier on the south bank. 

1937 W Macpherson to N. Bradley: "we expect to let contract shortly for the fill in of 24.4m span at north 
end of Macleod bridge." 

1938 Bridge rebuilt, from north: 6.1,6.1 and 9.1m timber spans, 3 – 53.3m through trusses on concrete 
piers. 

1942 Highwater Lethbridge 2710cms. (max. inst.) 

1953 Highwater Lethbridge 3110cms (max. inst.) High water was 7ft below the deck. Minor scour 
occurred at the ends of the south wingwall. 

1954 Dec 16, North approach rebuilt, 1-8.5m and 2-6.1m precast on treated timber. 

1964 Highwater Lethbridge 2090cms (max. inst.) 

1970 New North bound bridge. 4-33.5m precast concrete FC girders. Piers elongated wall type on spread 
footings cast into bedrock. Guidebanks extend 70m U/S. 

1971 Old piers demolished. 

1975 Highwater Lethbridge 2820cms, Ft Macleod 1560cms. (max. inst.) 



1987 Erosion Control Report by AEP. 

1991 Oldman River Dam built. 

1993 AT Scour Report. 

1994 New South bound bridge completed. 4 spans- 31m, 36m, 36m, 31m. 

1994 Observation on Oct. 11th. "Class III rock riprap at the South West corner has lots of man size voids in 
it. Should be filled with smaller rock. 

1995 Highwater observations at centre pier of SBL, 8:00pm. June 7th. Top of curb to wl at U/S side 3.5m = 
wl 946.9. Top of curb to wl at D/S side 3.9m = wl 946.5. 100 yr design wl = 946.7m. Lethbridge 
4670cms. (max. inst.) 

1995 During high water of June 7 the slope protection at the SW corner of SBL collapsed after granular 
material washed out from underneath. 

1996 Scour Report by Hydroconsult. 

 


