
File: 1426 

Milk River Bridge (Highway 4 to downstream of Aden) 

NE 21-2-16-4 

(Note: Ice damage 1906, 1910, 1911, 1912, bridge 
over Milk River near Sec 36-1-13-4) 

  

1906 High water. Letter from bridge foreman Wolsey 
states that the ice is 76 feet wide, that it is 26" from 
top of ice to streambed, and that the high water mark 
is 6 feet above streambed. See cross-section on file. 

1907 Letter from Member of Parliament suggested 
that a bridge is required. 

1908 Floods (no bridge built yet) Letter from land 
surveyor says that water was 430 feet wide and 17 
feet deep during the first week in June. 

1909 Bridge built (summer) - trestle bridge, 10-20’ 
spans Letter from bridge inspector McKinnon says 
river was extremely high last spring, the railway Howe 
Truss was taken away and is now laying at the edge 
of the stream. Estimated cost of bridge $20,000. 
Temporary pile trestle bridge constructed using 20-
foot spans with the deck 2 or 3 feet lower than high 
water. Profile showing approx. high water 18 feet 
above streambed (June) 

1910 Bridge damaged by ice, one bent of piles gone 
and one pile out of another bent (April 19) 

1911 The truss and one twenty-foot span with 2 
bents of piles have been washed out, leaving a 60-
foot opening in the bridge. The material is laying out 
on the bank 3 to 4 miles downstream. Water at the 
ford is 3 and 4 feet deep and ice is still piled up on the 
bank about 8 feet above the present water level 
(March 28). Letter from bridge foreman Ainsworth 
suggests that a 60-foot truss would provide a large 
enough opening to let the largest blocks of ice 
through (March 22) 



1912 The ice took out some of the piles. The bridge 
was saved by employing a man to use dynamite to 
break up the ice (May 13)  Cross-sections showing 
high water 9.5 and 12.5 feet above streambed. 

 1-135’ steel span constructed on concrete 
abutments. 

1921 Bridge refloored and painted. 

1925 New bridge built, 1-150’ steel span on new 
main highway (21-2-16-4) 

1932 Bridge painted. 

1938 Cross-section by J. Hedemark showing deck 
16.5’ above streambed. 

1939 80’ of bank protection constructed along south 
bank between highway and railway bridge. Bridge 
repaired. North abutment collapsed dropping one end 
of steel span 5’. Bridge reconstructed with a 36’ beam 
span. Bank protection reconstructed 130’ long. 

1940 Bridge painted. 

1943 Repairs made to bridge (part of high bank 
caved in knocking off one section or cap and a few 
planks). Bank protection wall repaired. 

1951 New stripdeck, repairs made to bridge 

1952 Work done (seal coat full deck, patch holes, fix 
planks) 

1953 High water (July 4) Bridge built at new location 
(70’-70’-70’) prestressed. (Old bridge moved to 
provide detour). Bank protection wall on south bank 
was damaged by high water. 

1956 Deck repaired. 

1957 Bridge moved to provide detour. 3-70’ 
prestressed concrete girder bridge built under 
contract BE 107/57 by Cunningham & Shannon Ltd. 



1958 Dismantled old bridge for later use. 

1964 June 12 Report by G.M. Mazurek with 
measurements of 1964 flood and stating that some 
minor scour had taken place. 

1970 Work done on bridge 

1974 Work done on bridge 

1980 repairs made on bridge 

1986 flooded (February 26) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


