
File: 07492 - Clearwater River near Ricinus 

Hydrotechnical File History 

1913 Petition for a bridge over Clearwater River west of Ricinus. 

1917 Hwm was 3.1m above streambed. 

1918 Bridge constructed. 2-38.1m timber Howe Truss spans on pile and crib substructure. 

1920 High water during spring floods washes away part of the approach. 

1923 Bridge washed out and one span destroyed in floods. RPW suggested. 

1926 New steel bridge erected 1-91m steel span on pile abutments 5.3m above SB. 

1929 High water washes out approaches, making the bridge impassable. 

1930 Bank protection works constructed at the bridge. Rock filled timber crib. 

1935 Fill on the west approach washed out and temporary timber span built over opening. Work done to 
change the course of the river at the bridge in an attempt to prevent further bank erosion. 

1942 Bridge reconstructed. 1-91m steel and 3-8.5m timber spans on concrete substructure. Bridge raised at 
the east abutment and lowered at the west abutment. Debris caught on old pile at west pier causing 
scour at timber approach span. 

1954 One approach bent noted to have settled. New piles driven beneath the bent and the bent raised. 

1960 Channel under the west approach spans filled and rip-rapped to prevent scour. 

1962 East pier reconstructed. 

1965 Flood. HWM 4.6m below the top of the curb at midspan. 

1972 Flood. New bridge completed 50m downstream of old crossing. 3-33.5m precast FC on concrete and 
H pile substructure. AT Scour Report. 

1975 Bank Erosion Report by AEP. 

1974 Old east concrete abutment removed. Material in the old west headslope buried to act as protection 
against erosion. 

1982 Armorflex Erosion Control System installed on left bank downstream of bridge to provide further 
erosion protection. Class III rock apron installed. 

1986 High water at bridge with HWM at el. 1078.2 m. 

1990 High water with HWM at 3.2 m below bottom stringers. 



1993 AT Scour Report.  

1997 Scour Report by Hydroconsult. 

    

    

 


