File: 1515
Bridge over Medicine River

N 36- 40-4-5

1907 A petition is signed for a bridge to be
built across the Medicine River of or near the
township line between 40 and 41. Range 4
west of the 5th meridian (August).

1909 First bridge built, 3-20’ spans by settlers
on log cribs (April)

1910 Bridge burned down (April). Rebuilt by
settlers. It is suggested to build 5-20’ spans on
pile bents. To be erected immediately after
January 1st (December)

1911 Ice took out two piles, both from same
bent (April)

1913 Bridge is in bad condition due to ice this
spring. Repairs should be made as soon as
possible (April)

1914 Construction of 1-60’ wooden truss with
a 16’ approach on each end to be carried
through (April) Bridge damaged by ice

1920 2-20’ spans added and 1-60’ truss
repaired

1930 Repairs to be made (May)
Bridge has been gradually settling on
the west side. Should be corrected as soon as

possible (November)

1932 Repairs to be made (November)



100’ steel bridge is recommended for this site.
Bridge is unsafe for heavy traffic. Height above
bed of stream to 14’. Depth of fill at abutments
is 12’ south end and 10’ north end (June)

1936 Reconstruction of bridge, 1-100’ span
(light steel)

1938 Water level October 16 was 13’ 9".
Height above bed of stream is 15'. Bridge is in
excellent condition (October).

New strip deck

1950 Complete new south abutment.
Complete new decks. Height above bed of
stream is 17’. Depth of fill at abutments is 10’
(June)

Repaired worst of the sub deck and placed
new full width strip deck

1955 Profile diagram of water level - 192’ and
approximate high water level - 199'. Diagram of
position of proposed new alignment of bridge
(August)

1956 Construction of new bridge, 100’-50’
steel pony truss at new location (NW Sec 36
Tp 40-4-5)

1968 Existing 100’-50’ steel spans are in good
condition, should serve traffic conditions for
several years (June)

1969 repairs made (April)

1979 Bridge inspected and is in good
condition except strip deck should be replaced.
(June)

1984 Bridge is in good condition. Life
expectancy 30+ years. Photos available
(February)

1985 Ultrasonic inspection done (August)



1986 River flooded

1990 Medicine River flooded (July)



