
File 01145 – Sheep River near Okotoks 

Hydrotechnical File History 

1887 Flood. Existing bridge over Sheep Creek (presently known as Sheep River) washed out in spring 
floods. 

1898 New bridge completed over Sheep Creek. 22.9m wooden truss. Repairs made to bridge. 

1899 Bridge noted to be in danger. Repairs made to bridge in an attempt to save it. Flood causes bridge to 
settle considerable. Eroding south headslope exposes abutment piles. Repairs made to bridge. 

1900 Ice run damages substructure. Timber retaining wall constructed to prevent further washing out of the 
bank. 

1901 East end of centre pier is down 0.46 to 0.61m and the rock fill washed out. 

1902 Flood. South span and abutment washed out in high water. Washed out span salvaged and re-erected. 

1903 North approach of bridge repaired after being washed out. 

1912 Construction begins on a new bridge at a new location near Okotoks. 

1913 Bridge completed and old bridge torn down. 2-61m steel through trusses on concrete substructure. 

1915 Flood 

1916 Bank protection constructed to halt the scour of the south bank and direct flow to the centre of the 
channel. Flood causes creek to overflow its banks. 

1923 Flood. North approach badly washed. 

1929 Flood. Repairs made to river protection works. 

1932 Flood. Hwm 1054.3m 

1963 Flood.  

1964 Repairs made to the south approach. 

1967 Flood. Hwm 2.49m below the deck. Scour down to 1048.2m (bedrock). Preliminary engineering 
undertaken in preparation for the construction of a new bridge on Highway 2A at Okotoks. Test piles 
driven at bridge site. AT Flood Report. 

1969 Approach fills and guidebanks constructed and channel excavation carried out. Construction begins 
on a new bridge at Okotoks. Vehicle collides with old bridge. New bridge completed across Sheep 
River at Okatoks.4-29m FC concrete spans on concrete substructure. Old steel trusses dismantled and 
stored and abutments and piers demolished. Hydraulic Bridge Design Report by U of A. 

1970 Concrete slope protection completed at bridge site. Lighting installed on bridge. 



1983 Lateral Channel Stability Report by ARC. 

1986 AT Scour Report. 

1990 Flooding at the bridge. Hwm 4.7m below the top of the sidewalk at the CL D/S side. 

1993 Handrail profile measurements taken. AT Scour Report. 

1994 AT Scour Report. 

1997 Scour Report by Hydroconsult. 

1999 Bridge twinned. 

    

    

 


