
File 00477 – Medicine River 

Hydrotechnical File History 

1902 Petition for bridge. 

1920 Petition for bridge. 

1921 Bridge constructed. 1-24.4m steel pony truss and 2-6.1m timber approach spans on timber 
substructure 6.1m above streambed. 

1926 Bridge repaired by adding an additional 6.1m timber span to the east end. 

1927 High water was flowing over the chord. 

1929 West pier cut down and leveled. 

1936 Substructure repaired. 

1943 Extreme high water. Both abutments washed out and old piles destroyed. Ice scars at highest point on 
piers. 

1944 East abutment rebuilt. 1-5.5m timber span added to the west end. 

1946 Piers are frost heaving and leaning. 

1947 Bridge leveled. 

1953 Bridge reconstructed 2.4m west. 1-24.4m steel pony truss, 2-6.1m and 1-8.5m timber approach spans 
on timber substructure. 

1958 Ice damage to piers reported 4.3m above streambed. 

1961 Untreated west abutment piles are rotten. Ice run on piers reported at 4.6m above streambed. 

1964 West 8.5m approach span rebuilt. Heavy riprap placed on both headslopes. 

1965 Replaced west 5.5m and 3.1m spans with 1-8.5m timber approach span. Replaced abutment piles.  

1971 Bridge reconstructed. 1-48.8m through truss on timber substructure. 40o RHF skew. Heavy class I 
riprap placed on the west headslope. 

1983 Superstructure damaged in collision. 

1986 Hwl 910.6 (0.09m below bottom chord) 

1988 Bridge reconstructed. 16-20-16m WG concrete girder on concrete filled pipe pile piers and concrete 
on H pile abutments. 

 1990 Hwl/wl July 6, 10:30am Deck to wl 2.3m at east pier on the downstream side. Vel = 1.7m/s. 



    

 


