
File 70004 – Paddle River 

Hydrotechnical File History 

1925 Request for bridge. 

1927 Bridge constructed. 2-6.1m round timber spans on piles 3.4m above streambed. 

1953 Bridge reconstructed. 1-6.1m and 2-5.5m untreated timber spans on treated timber substructure 4m 
above streamed. 

1955 Sheeting is lowered and drift is removed. 

1971 The southwest wing is caving in. Drift lodged against the piles is causing scour at the south abutment. 

1976 Large drift accumulation at front of piers. The southwest corner of the abutment sheeting is loose and 
fill is spilling out. Bridge is reconstructed. 3-8.5m treated timber spans on treated timber substructure 
5.2m above streambed. 45o LHF skew. 

1985 Drift accumulation in the main channel has caused the washout of both abutment fills. Class I rock 
riprap is placed on both headslopes. 

1986 HW (Jul) : 0.25m below deck at South abutment, Y ~ 5m. 

1988 Inspection : Drift on pile caps of both piers. WSC gauge 07BB011 downstream, B = 5m, Deck to WL 
= 5.1m d/s middle. 

1989 HW (Aug) : superstructure washed off piers, deposited about 150m d/s with lots of drift.  WSC gauge 
is destroyed.  HWM estimated to be over deck. 
Photo : B ~ 10m, h ~ 4m, sloughing banks. 
DD1357 – B = 8m, h = 4.5m, T = 18m, S = 0.5m / 320m (~0.0015), Q = 180cms, DA = 260km2, Y ~ 
6.0m, 1989 HW Y ~ 7m. 

1990 Bridge reconstructed. 12.5 – 21.6 – 12.5m RB steel girder on H pile piers and concrete on H pile 
abutments 7.6m above streambed. Major slumps have occurred at the northwest and southwest 
corners. The bottom of the timber back wall is exposed. 

1995 Photo : B ~ 8m, h ~ 4m.  

2000 Photo : B ~ 8m, h ~ 4m.  

2005 Photo : B ~ 8m, h ~ 4m, slough at SW corner 
 


